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School Uniform Policy – 2024. 
 

1. Policy statement 
 
1.1 The department requires that schools set local school uniform 
requirements. 
 
1.2 The department supports the wearing of school uniform, which promotes 
a sense of belonging for students and creates a positive identity for the 
school community. School uniforms also contribute to the personal safety 
of students by allowing easier recognition of students inside the school and 
in the community. 
 
1.3 Schools expect students to wear the uniform during school hours, while 
travelling to and from school, and when engaged in school activities out of 
school hours. 
 
1.4 All students should have the opportunity to access the full range of 
school activities, including physical activities, while wearing a school 
uniform. Girls must have the option to wear shorts and pants. 
 
1.5 School uniform requirements should take into account the diverse nature 
of a school's student population. 
 
1.6 Each school's uniform must be the result of formal consultation with 
students, teachers and other staff, parents or carers, and the school 
community (including the parents and citizens' association). 
 
1.7 A school's response to a student not wearing uniform should be 
appropriate, fair and consistent, and a student cannot be suspended or 
expelled for not wearing school uniform. Schools should positively 
encourage students to wear a school uniform. Principals may consider 
making exemptions for not wearing a uniform, if considered appropriate 
after discussions with parents or carers. 
 



 

 
 
 
1.8 Decisions about school uniform requirements must comply with work 
health and safety, and anti-discrimination legislation. A school uniform 
should promote the health and safety of students by identifying items 
necessary for particular activities to protect students from injury (for 
example, items for sun protection or safe footwear). Students should be 
encouraged to wear sun-safe hats for outside activities whenever possible, 
even though hats may not be a part of the school's uniform requirements. 
 
1.9 A school uniform should include items that are affordable, comfortable, 
made from easy-care fabrics, appropriate for activity and suitable for all 
body shapes. 
 
1.10 Schools must have written agreements in place to set out the terms and 
conditions of a 'uniform shop' and 'supply arrangements'. Schools must 
comply with procurement requirements to have an on-site uniform shop 
operated by any party other than a parents and citizens association. 
 
1.11 Schools must advise parents on how they can access financial support if 
they are unable to purchase uniform items. To assist families, schools 
should organise facilities such as clothing pools. 
 
1.12 Each school's uniform requirements should be reviewed as necessary. 
Parents and carers must be given sufficient time to purchase items and 
schools may need to give parents up to three years to change more costly 
items. All suppliers and retailers must also be notified and given sufficient 
time to change the school uniform. Principals should keep on file each 
school's uniform requirements, along with a brief statement about who was 
consulted. 
 
2. Audience and applicability 
 
2.1 This policy applies to all NSW public schools. 
 
3. Context 
 



 

 
 
 
3.1 Local school uniform requirements must comply with relevant legislation, 
including the Anti-discrimination Act 1977 and the Work Health and Safety 
Act 2011. 
 
3.2 This policy applies to local school uniform requirements (dress codes for 
students). For the staff dress code, see the Code of Conduct Policy. 
 
4. Responsibilities and delegations 
 
4.1 Principals: 

• lead the development and review of local school uniform 
requirements 

• lead consultation during a review of school uniform requirements 
• oversee contract negotiations with school uniform suppliers 
• inform parents and carers of local school uniform requirements and 

carefully consider parent and carer concerns, and requests for 
exemptions 

• provide assistance to families in need 
• maintain documentation of the school's uniform requirements and 

consultation undertaken. 
 

4.2 Parents and carers: 
 

• provide their child/children with a school uniform that meets the 
schools' uniform requirements and raise any concerns with the 
principal. 
 

4.3 Students: 
• wear a school uniform that meets the schools' uniform requirements. 

  
5. Monitoring and review 
 
5.1 The Director, Student Engagement and Interagency Partnerships 
monitors the implementation of this policy, regularly reviews its contents to 
ensure relevance and accuracy, and updates it as needed. 

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2011-010
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2011-010
https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/pd-2004-0020


 

 
 
6. Contact 
Leader, Student Health and Mental Wellbeing 
Student.Health@det.nsw.edu.au  
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Procedure at St Marys South Public School. 
Parents are invited to contact the school should problems arise regarding 
outfitting students in school uniforms. Any parent experiencing financial 
difficulty may apply for financial help. 
 
All students must wear either a maroon Legionnaires hat or a maroon 
broad-brimmed hat—see photo for reference.  
 
Girls – Summer Boys - Summer 
Checked school dress 
Maroon unisex school polo shirt 
Maroon shorts/skirt/ skort 
Maroon jumper/varsity jacket 
White socks 
Black shoes/ sports shoes 

Maroon unisex school polo shirt 
Grey Shorts 
Maroon jumper/varsity jacket 
Grey Socks 
Black shoes/ sports shoes 

Girls – Winter Boys - Winter 
Maroon unisex school polo shirt 
Maroon trousers or track pants 
Maroon jumper/varsity jacket 
White socks 
Black shoes/ sports shoes 

Maroon unisex school polo shirt 
Grey trousers 
Maroon track pants 
Maroon jumper/varsity jacket 
Grey Socks 
Black shoes/ sports shoes 

Unisex Sports Uniform  
Unisex maroon sports shorts 
Unisex sports shirt 

 

 
Sports Uniforms may be worn on Sports Day and Fitness Day. 
Students must be in full school uniform, including a maroon hat, to 
participate in excursions. 
 
 

mailto:Student.Health@det.nsw.edu.au


 

 
 
 
Sample School Uniform Combinations.  
 

 
 
Additional Notes.  
 
It is recognised that there are times when children may not be able to wear 
their school uniform. However, children must bring an explanatory note from 
their parents informing the school of the reason why this is so.  
 
New students to the school will be asked to wear a uniform as similar as 
possible to our uniform until they can purchase the one worn by the St 
Marys South students. 
 
Make-up on our students is not acceptable. Fingernails should be kept cut 
short for safety reasons. Rings and necklaces may be worn at the discretion 
of the school executive staff. The school will not take responsibility for 
damaged or lost jewellery. Jewellery must not be worn during sports. 
 
This policy will be implemented using common sense and allowing for 
special circumstances. 
 


	School Uniform Policy – 2024.
	1. Policy statement
	2. Audience and applicability
	3. Context
	4. Responsibilities and delegations
	5. Monitoring and review
	6. Contact

	Procedure at St Marys South Public School.
	Sample School Uniform Combinations.
	Additional Notes.

	Boys - Summer
	Girls – Summer
	Boys - Winter
	Girls – Winter
	Unisex Sports Uniform

